
Appendix B  
 
Contacts and Resources  
 
Autism Children’s 
Intervention Services (ACIS)  

 

 

 

416-219-2316 
www.aciscanada.com  

Autism Children’s Intervention Services (ACIS) is 
infant, preschool and school aged child development 
& IBI/ABA programs. It provides speech language 
therapy, occupational therapy, social skills, 
summer/winter camps for children with developmental 
and learning disability. If services children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), Oppositional 
Defiance Disorder (ODD), Anxiety Disorders, 
Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and 
communication delays/disorders.  

Autism Ontario – York Region 
Chapter  

 

 

905-780-1590 
www.autismontario.com/york 
 

Autism Ontario – York Region Chapter provides 
information, education, advocacy, self-help support 
group with links to community agencies for families 
living with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Twice-
monthly educational workshops, monthly support 
groups meetings, summer day camp.  

BBB Autism Support Network 

 

 

 

www.bbbautism.com 
 
  

BBB Autism Support Network provides online 
information and support to individuals, families and 
professionals who love or work with someone with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) using a co-op 
system of patent volunteers. Provides free e-
newsletter, online community support, information 
about Special Education in York, service providers, 
agencies, funding and more. Services offered online 

http://www.aciscanada.com/
http://www.autismontario.com/york
http://www.bbbautism.com/


only and strictly on a volunteer basis.  
Behaviour Management 
Services of York and Simcoe  

 

905-773-2362  
 
 

Behaviour Management Services of York and 
Simcoe provides comprehensive behavioural 
assessment following by positive-based teaching and 
programming assistance. Services individuals who 
have a developmental delay, a significant cognitive 
delay of two years or more and a delay in at least two 
other areas. 

Best Start: Improving the Odds: 
Healthy Child Development 
document  

 

1-800-397-9567 or 
416-408-2249                   
www.beststart.org  
 

Best Start: Ontario's Maternal Newborn and Early 
Child Development Resource Centre supports service 
providers across the province of Ontario who are 
working on health promotion projects to improve the 
health of expectant parents and their young children. 

 
Blue Hills Child and Family 
Centre 
 

905-773-4323                   
www.bluehillschildandfamily.ca 

Blue Hills Child and Family Centre focuses on social 
and emotional well being, primarily for children, 
youth, and their families, and includes residential and 
non-residential programs, programs for the support and 
education of staff of other child serving systems. 
Provides a range of children’s mental health services.  

Canadian Centre of Substance 
Abuse  (CCSA) 

 

613-235-4048        
http://www.ccsa.ca/CCSA/EN/ 
Topics/Populations/FASD.htm 

The Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse (CCSA) 
has a legislated mandate to provide national leadership 
and evidence-informed analysis and advice to mobilize 
collaborative efforts to reduce alcohol- and other drug-
related harms. 

 
Canadian National Institute 1-800-563-2642                      Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB) is 

a nationwide, community-based, registered charity 

http://www.beststart.org/
http://www.bluehillschildandfamily.ca/
http://www.bluehillschildandfamily.ca/


for the Blind (CNIB) 

 

www.cnib.ca   

 

committed to research, public education and vision 
health for all Canadians. CNIB provides the services 
and support necessary for people to enjoy a good 
quality of life while living with vision loss.CNIB is 
active in every region of the country, with staff and 
volunteers working in offices and often traveling to 
provide support to clients in their homes and in rural 
communities. CNIB provide vital programs and 
services, innovative consumer products, research, peer 
support and one of the world's largest libraries for 
people with print disabilities. 
 

Canadian Paediatric Society 
(CPS)  – Caring for Kids 
 

613-526-9397     
www.cps.ca     and      
www.caringforkids.cps.ca  
 

The Canadian Paediatric Society (CPS) is the 
national association of paediatricians, committed to 
working together to advance the health of children and 
youth by nurturing excellence in health care, advocacy, 
education, research and support of its membership. The 
Caring for Kids website is designed to provide parents 
with information about their child’s health and 
wellbeing. 

 
Children’s Treatment Network 
of Simcoe York (CTN) 

1-877-719-4795       
www.ctn-simcoeyork.ca  
 

Children’s Treatment Network (CTN) will serve 
more than 4,200 children with multiple disabilities and 
their families in Simcoe County and York Region. 
They include children with physical, developmental 
and communications needs who may already be 
receiving services from Network partners and require 
more ongoing, intensive or specialized rehabilitation 
treatment. Services are available to kids from birth to 
age 19 with a wide range of disabilities and complex 

http://www.cnib.ca/
http://www.cps.ca/
http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/
http://www.ctn-simcoeyork.ca/


conditions, including: Cerebral palsy, Muscular 
dystrophy, Acquired brain injury, Developmental and 
learning difficulties, Spina Bifida, Autism or pervasive 
developmental disorder (PDD), Chronic and/or long-
term medical conditions that require intensive therapy, 
specialized equipment or travel to treatment centres 
outside of the community. 

 
Community Care Access 
Centre (CCAC) 

1-888-470-2222 
www.ccac-ont.ca 

Community Care Access Centres (CCACs) are local 
organizations that can help you to access government-
funded home care services, and long-term care homes. 
CCACs are funded and regulated by the Ministry of 
Health and Long-Term Care and coordinate a variety 
of health services to maintain an individual’s health, 
independence and quality of life.  The health care 
services include: nursing, personal support (help with 
bathing, dressing, etc.), physiotherapy, occupational 
therapy, speech-language therapy, social work, 
nutritional counselling, and medical supplies and 
equipment. Specialized program include acquired brain 
injury, child and family services, school health support, 
and mental health.  

 
Community Crisis Response 
Service   
 

905- 310-COPE (2673)            
www.yssn.ca  
 

Community Crisis Response Service 24 hours day/7 
days a week service providing a range of crisis 
response series throughout York Region including 
telephone mental health crisis support, mobile outreach 
response (when required) to adults and children, 
enhanced mobile response in partnership with the York 

http://www.ccac-ont.ca/
http://www.ccac-ont.ca/
http://www.yssn.ca/


Region police force (as needed), short-term 
Community Crisis Support Beds, joint mobile response 
with Kinark Child & Family Services (as needed). 

Dental Program at York 
Region Community and Health 
Services – Children in Need of 
Treatment (CINOT) Program  
 

905-895-4512 or  
1-800-735-6625                    
www.york.ca 

Dental Program provides services to promote the 
dental health of York Region residents, including health 
promotion and illness preventive programs for parents, 
teachers, and students in the school community. 

Children in Need of Treatment (CINOT) Program 
provides service for families with eligible children, up 
to and including 13 years and with dental conditions 
requiring emergency or essential care.  

 
Early Intervention Services of 
York Region (EIS) 
 

1-888-703-5437              
www.york.ca 
 

Early Intervention Services (EIS) is available to 
families and to children who are aged birth to school-
entry, live in York Region, are at risk of delayed 
development due to prematurity/low-birth weight, have 
delayed development, and have disability such as 
Cerebral Palsy, Autism or Down Syndrome. The Early 
Intervention Program will screen and assess children, 
help you understand your child's growth and 
development, provide intervention programs, assist 
parents and caregivers to teach children new skills, 
provide occupational and/or physiotherapy 
consultation, offer play groups for children with special 
needs, promote and support your child's participation in 
a community child care program, consult with and 
support child care providers, connect you with 
community resources, offer workshops for parents and 
caregivers of children with special needs, educate the 

http://www.york.ca/
http://www.york.ca/
http://www.york.ca/


community about developmental delays, and work 
closely with school board staff to facilitate a smooth 
transition to elementary school. 
 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD) Coalition of 
York Region   

 

1-877-464-9675 ext 2015      

 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) is a regional coalition of 
service providers that offers a bi-annual conference, periodic educational 
opportunities for professionals, parents and foster parents, an FASD 
resource library and a monthly parent/foster parent support group. 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder Diagnostic Clinic – 
St. Michael’s Hospital  

416-867-3655  
www.stmichaelshospital.com  
 

St. Michael's Hospital Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder Diagnostic Clinic uses a pre-assessment 
process to determine if criteria for full assessment are 
met, and to ensure earlier entry into the diagnostic 
process. 

The clinic also offers a developmental clinic for infant, 
toddlers and children to age 7 years.. 

Telemedicine diagnosis has now started to better meet 
the needs of the Northern community. Research and 
education is also a priority of the clinic. 

St. Michael's Hospital's FASD Clinic uses a multi-
disciplinary team approach to assess individuals of all 
ages: infants, children and adults. 

Geneva Centre for Autism  

 

416-322-7877    
www.autism.net Geneva Centre for Autism is an international leader 

in the development and delivery of clinical intervention 
services and training. Geneva Centre for Autism offer a 
wide range of clinical services which are determined 
individually for each person with an Autism Spectrum 

http://www.stmichaelshospital.com/
http://www.autism.net/
http://www.autism.net/


Disorder (ASD).  All of the clinical services are 
supported by a multi-disciplinary team of trained, 
experienced and empathic professionals including 
speech-language pathologists, behaviour analysts, 
therapists, early childhood educators, occupational 
therapists, developmental paediatricians, psychiatrists, 
psychologists and social workers.  

 
Health Canada  

 

1-866-999-7612  or    
416-873-4389        
www.hc-sc.gc.ca  
 

Health Canada is the Federal department responsible 
for helping Canadians maintain and improve their 
health, while respecting individual choices and 
circumstances. 

 
Hearing Program - The 
Ontario Infant Hearing 
Program, Early Intervention 
Services of York Region 
Community and Health 
Services  

1-888-703-KIDS (5437)         
www.beyond-words.org 
 

The Ontario Infant Hearing Program is dedicated to 
serving the needs of children who are Deaf or hard of 
hearing from birth through senior kindergarten. It has 
comprehensive services to identify babies who are Deaf 
or hard of hearing and give them the supports and 
services they need.  

Jewish Family and Child 
Services, York Region Branch 
 

905-882-2331             
www.jfandcs.com 
 

Jewish Family and Child Service is committed to a vibrant 
Jewish future for all members of the community, a future in 
which those on the margin are able to participate fully in 
Jewish communal life, women and children are safe from 
abuse, neglect and violence, and services are readily 
available to support and educate families. Jewish Family and 
Child Service focus on services and programs that promote 
wellness through the prevention of serious problems before 
they escalate. They will continue to strengthen our core 
programs, fine-tune our integrated service delivery model, 

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/
http://www.beyond-words.org/
http://www.jfandcs.com/


and offer new programs that appeal to a broad spectrum of 
age groups and social interests. 

Kinark Child and Family 
Services  

 

1-800-230-8530 or  
905-713-0700       
www.kinark.on.ca  
 

Kinark Child and Family Services is a children’s 
mental health organization that provides help to 
children and youth, families and communities. Their 
mission states “caring, helping, healing - so children 
and youth can live socially and emotionally healthy 
lives.” 

Learning Disabilities 
Association of York Region 
 

905-884-7933 
www.ldayr.org 

The Learning Disabilities Association of York 
Region provides information, support, guidance and 
resources to individuals 5 years and above with 
Learning Disabilities (LD) and Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). They try to help 
people increase their opportunities and realize their 
potential. Furthermore they provide leadership in 
learning disabilities advocacy, research, education and 
services and to advance the full participation of 
children, youth and adults with learning disabilities in 
today's society. 

Motherisk 

 

1-877-327-4636  
416-813-6780    
www.motherisk.org  
 

The Motherisk Program at The Hospital for Sick 
Children in Toronto, Ontario, Canada is a clinical, 
research and teaching program dedicated to antenatal 
drug, chemical, and disease risk counselling. It is 
affiliated with the University of Toronto. Created in 
1985, Motherisk provides evidence-based information 
and guidance about the safety or risk to the developing 
fetus or infant, of maternal exposure to drugs, 
chemicals, diseases, radiation and environmental 
agents. 

http://www.kinark.on.ca/
http://www.ldayr.org/
http://www.ldayr.org/
http://www.motherisk.org/


The FASD diagnostic services commenced in 1994 to 
address increased requests for services from Motherisk. 
Families receive follow-up service after assessment is 
completed. Research and teaching resources are also 
available regarding FASD and diagnosis 

Nutrition Services at York 
Region Community and Health 
Services 
 

905-895-4512 or 
 1-800-735-6625  ext 4335            
www.york.ca/nutrition 
 

York Region Community and Health Services 
Nutrition Services provide a variety of programs by 
registered dietitians and nutrition educators. Services 
include workshops and resources to help parents with 
feeding, planning meals and the nutritional needs of 
their infants and young children.  
 

Ontario Association of Speech 
– Language Pathologists and 
Audiologists (OSLA) 

1-800-718-6752 or 
416-920-3676 
www.osla.on.ca 

The Ontario Association of Speech-Language 
Pathologists and Audiologists (OSLA) is the strong, 
collective, influential voice for the professions in the 
Province. OSLA represents, promotes, and supports its 
members in their work on behalf of all Ontarians, 
especially those with communication disorders, 
swallowing difficulties, or hearing health care needs. 
OSLA was incorporated in 1965 as a voluntary, not-
for-profit association. OSLA supports its members by 
providing a wide range of services, including 
provincial advocacy, promotion of the professions, 
educational opportunities, and professional resources. 

OSLA continually reaches government, media, health 
care professionals, and others to ensure that speech, 
language, swallowing, hearing and balance are 
recognized as part of total wellness. OSLA works 
closely with many other professional associations and 
consumer organizations that share an interest in health 

http://www.york.ca/nutrition
http://www.osla.on.ca/
http://www.osla.on.ca/


and educational needs relating to communication and is 
dedicated to ensuring that Ontarians have access to the 
essential services provided by Audiologists and 
Speech-Language Pathologists.  

Ontario Brain Injury 
Association (OBIA)  
 

1-800-263-5404 or 
(905) 641-8877 
www.obia.on.ca 
 

Ontario Brain Injury Association (OBIA) is 
committed to providing on-going support to those 
persons whose lives have been affected. They can 
attempt to answer questions about Acquire Brain Injury 
(ABI), rehabilitation programs, WSIB financial 
assistance (ODSP,CRP etc), provide information about 
the services and benefits you may be entitled to 
receive, discuss issues regarding medical and legal 
professionals, explain the often confusing terminology 
associated with ABI, provide contact information for 
local brain injury community association. 

Ontario Early Years Centres   
 

416-922-9556  
www.ontarioearlyyears.ca 
 
Markham 
905-479-0002 
 
Oak Ridges 
905-883-6901 
1-866-297-9622 
 
Thornhill 
(905) 709-6159 
 
Vaughan-King-Aurora 

Ontario Early Year Centres offers universal access to 
programs, information services and resources to 
families with children pre-natal to 6 years including 
those for children with special needs.  Staffed by 
experts, professionals and volunteers, including early 
literacy experts. 

Ontario Early Year Centres York Region sites 
include Markham, Oak Ridges, Thornhill, Vaughan-
King-Aurora, and York North. Each of these main sites 
has many satellite sites. 
 
 

http://www.obia.on.ca/
http://www.ontarioearlyyears.ca/


905-856-5511 
1-866-404-2077 
 
York North 
(905) 853-0754 
 

Ontario Foundation for 
Visually Impaired (OFVIC) 
 

416-767-5977 
www.ofvic.org 

Ontario Foundation for Visually Impaired (OFVIC) 
Provides services specific to the needs of visually 
impaired infants, young children and their families. 
Parents are assisted to provide a stimulating and 
consistent environment to help their child adjust to the 
sighted world. Programs are designed to meet the 
unique needs of each child and include training in daily 
living skills, orientation and mobility, play and social 
skills, language and listening. Functional vision 
assessment and programming is offered when 
appropriate. 

Ontario Physiotherapy 
Association (OPA) 

 

1-800-672-9668  
www.opa.on.ca 

 

Ontario Physiotherapy Association (OPA) is 
committed to leadership in physiotherapy through the 
provision of advocacy, professional development and 
career support services for its members, enabling them 
to be successful in their careers and in providing 
quality physiotherapy services to the citizens of 
Ontario. 

The Tri-Regional Blind-Low 
Vision Early Intervention 
Program  

 

1-888-703-KIDS (5437)          
www.beyond-words.org 
 

The Tri-Regional Blind – Low Vision Early 
Intervention Program supports families with 
children who are blind or have low vision are given 
the resources they need to support the healthy 
development of their child in the first years of life 
from birth until they enter Grade 1. It builds on 

http://www.ofvic.org/
http://www.ofvic.org/
http://www.opa.on.ca/
http://www.beyond-words.org/


the existing resources in our community. 
Partnerships have been developed with Canadian 
National Institute for the Blind (CNIB), and the 
Ontario Foundation for Visually Impaired Children 
(OFVIC), infant development and early 
intervention services as well as the network of 
paediatric ophthalmologists, optometrists, and 
physicians across the Region. 

The York Centre for Children, 
Youth and Families  
 

905-883-9413  
www.theyorkcentre.ca 
 

The York Centre for Children, Youth and Families 
is an Accredited Children’s Mental Health Centre 
providing Day Treatment and other mental health 
services to clients in the York Region. There is no 
residential component to the services. The York Centre 
will provide a range of preventative, therapeutic and 
educational interventions developed in partnership with 
families and community resources. 
 

York Region Children’s Aid 
Society (CAS)  
 

1-800-718-3850 or  
905-895-2318                                
www.yorkcas.org 
 

York Region Children's Aid Society (CAS) is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to work in partnership with 
our increasingly diverse community to protect children from 
abuse and neglect and provide a safe, secure and caring 
environment. CAS work to keep children safe and families 
together by providing child protection services 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, engaging and supporting families at 
risk in problem solving, linking families with essential 
community services to ensure the best possible outcomes for 
families, and providing prevention and awareness programs 
to keep children safe and families strong. The CAS goal is, 
whenever possible, to maintain a child in the home or with 
extended family, but if this is not viable, children are placed 
in safe, nurturing environments, including foster homes.  

http://www.theyorkcentre.ca/
http://www.yorkcas.org/


York Region Head Injury 
Support Group  
 

905-780-1236 
www.yrhisg.netfirms.com 
 
 

York Region Head Injury Support Group is a group 
that provides information, monthly newsletters and 
support for families and survivors of acquired brain 
injury. Regular monthly support groups for both 
survivors and caregivers and weekly activity groups for 
survivors. Also, monthly support group for children 
and youth with brain injury, the brothers and sisters, 
and parents.  

York Region Health 
Connection  
 

1-800-361-5653                
www.york.ca 
 

Health Connection is a free and confidential health 
information/education telephone service provided by 
Public Health Nurses, Public Health Dietitians and 
Public Health Inspectors.   The health care 
professionals at Health Connection can provide you and 
your family with current health information and can 
provide support and counselling for your individual 
health related concerns and questions.  
 

York Region Preschool Speech 
and Language Program   
 

1-888-703-KIDS (5437) or 
(905) 830-9487        
www.beyond-words.org 
 

York Region Preschool Speech and Language 
Program partners with York Region Early 
Intervention Services of York Region and 
Markham Stouffville Hospital - Child Development 
Programs (formally known as Beyond Words) 
delivers a group of programs which provide services to 
children from birth to senior kindergarten with a focus 
on prevention, early identification and treatment of: 
speech & language, hearing, and vision. Programs 
include YRP Speech & Language, Tri-Regional Infant 
Hearing, and Tri-Regional Blind Low Vision. 
 

 

http://www.yrhisg.netfirms.com/
http://www.york.ca/
http://www.beyond-words.org/


 
 
 
 
Appendix C  
 
Screening Tools used in York Region   
 

 
This guide is intended for early years professionals working with children 0-6 years. The Guide includes screening tools from 
conception through age six years.  
 
What is Screening? 
 
Screening is usually a non-invasive procedure done with groups of people or a population. Screening is the process of identifying 
characteristics known to be associated with a certain population, age group, etc.  
 
For the purposes of this Guide, we have focused on an inventory of screening tools being used in York Region. When indicated as a 
result of this screening, qualified professionals may administer the appropriate assessment. These tools are not within the scope of this 
Guide.  
 
 
What happens after Screening? 
 



Screening is only a first step in identifying "red flags" and informing whether a more thorough assessment is advisable. Screening 
helps ensure that children and families who need a full assessment receive one, and if necessary are referred to skilled professionals 
who are best able to provide service and/or intervention.  A list of resources associated with specific domains is accessible in “Where 
to go for help” in the Red Flags Guide. 
 
It is also intended, regardless of the results of screening, that children and families are assisted in accessing appropriate community 
supports, resources and education.  
 
Who does Screening? 
 
See the “Who can administer” column of the chart below for details on who can administer the various screening tools.  
 
Physicians are also encouraged to consult the latest edition of Improving the Odds: Healthy Child Development at www.ocfp.ca  
 
Things to consider before screening 
 
Before using a screening tool, a professional must consider: 
 

- Whether you are qualified to administer this screen. 
- The role of the parents, as informants about the child, as recipients of potentially sensitive information, and as decision makers. 
- What level of confidentiality will be used with the screen? How will this level of confidentiality be ensured? 
- Where and when the screening should take place? 
- Whether there are any cultural implications to consider when applying the screening, please see “Cultural Sensitivity When 

Working with Families” section the beginning of this guide.  
 
 

How to discuss sensitive issues with families related to using the screening tool and reporting the results. For example, it is necessary 
to use care and sensitivity with a family when there is a potential difficulty in a child’s development.  Please “How to talk with parents 
about sensitive” section the beginning of this guide. 

 

http://www.ocfp.ca/


 
 
Screening Tools Used in York Region  

  
 

Domain Tool Purpose Ages Who can Administer How to Access Validity, 
sensitivity & 
specificity 

Languages 

All developmental 
areas:  
Motor or other 
developmental delays; 
Cognitive delays; 
Autism Spectrum D      
Disorder (ASD);  
speech delays and 
disorders (motor speech 
disorders, articulation 
delays); voice 
disorders;  
stuttering; language 
delays / disorders;  
emergent literacy 
delays;  
hearing loss; feeding or 
sensory difficulties 

Early Referral 
Identification Kit 
(E.R.I.K.) 

A developmental 
screening tool to 
promote early 
identification of 
children at risk for 
developmental delays 
and referral to Early 
Intervention Services 
and York Region 
Preschool Speech and 
Language Program and 
other services. 
   

6 months 
9 months 
12 months 
18 months 
24 months 
30 months 
3 years 
4 years 
5 years 

Physicians; 
Health Care 
Professionals;  
Early Learning and 
Care Professionals; 
JK teachers 

www.beyond-
words.org 
 

Currently 
under review 

English 

All developmental 
areas: 
Gross Motor 
Fine Motor 
Vision 
Hearing 
Communication, 
speech and language 
Social-Emotional 
Cognitive skills 

Nipissing District 
Developmental Screen 
(NDDS) 
 

 

Early Identification of 
children at risk for 
developmental delays 
and post screening 
referral when indicated 
 
A developmental 
screening tool, intended 
to assist parents and 
other caregivers with 

1-2 
months 
4 months 
6 months 
9 months 
12 months 
15 months 
18 months 
24 months 
30 months 

Parents and/or guardian 
 
Can be assisted by early 
years professionals and 
health care 
professionals 

-York Region Health 
Connection 
-or go to 
www.ndds.on.ca 
-Free of charge in 
York Region  
-1&2 month and 18 
month screens are 
mailed universally to 
families through the 

Validity 
Testing has 
been 
completed in 
English and 
French  
 
Validity 
-clean and 
strong content 

English 
French 
Chinese 
Spanish 
Vietnamese 
 

http://www.beyond-words.org/
http://www.beyond-words.org/
http://www.ndds.on.ca/


Domain Tool Purpose Ages Who can Administer How to Access Validity, 
sensitivity & 
specificity 

Languages 

Self-help skills some information and 
activities to enhance 
their infants/child’s 
development.  
 
 

3 years 
4 years 
5 years 
6 years 
7 years 

York Region HBHC 
program 
-York Region 
physicians 
-Ontario Early Years 
Centres 

-variance of 
.53-.87 and 
median of .72 
 
Reliability 
-high degree 
.81-.99 
-inter-rater 
reliability and 
internal 
consistency 
 
Accuracy 
-good 
sensitivity  

Checklist for Autism 
in Toddlers (CHAT) 
 

Early identification of 
social communication 
disorders and autism 
spectrum disorder. 
Children identified as at 
risk to be referred to 
specialised diagnostic 
team (DACS), Early 
Intervention and 
YRPSLP  
 

18-24 
months 

Parent questionnaire 
plus  observation by 
Primary Health Care 
Professional 
specifically trained to 
administer CHAT 
within their scope of 
practice.  
Short questionnaire 
assessing 
joint attention, pointing 
to show, gaze 
monitoring, pretend 
play 

http://www.autismca
nada.org/pdfs/chatscr
eeningtool.pdf 
    

High 
specificity 
Moderate 
sensitivity 

English Autistic Spectrum 
Disorder 
 

Modified Checklist for 
Autism in 
Toddlers(M-CHAT)  
 
 

To detect all children at 
risk for Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. 
Children identified as at 
risk to be referred to 

16-30 
months 

Parent Questionnaire 
completed prior to 
structured follow up 
interview conducted by 
specifically trained 

http://www.firstsigns.
org/downloads/m-
chat.PDF  
 
http://www.firstsigns.

High 
sensitivity 
Low 
specificity 
Many false 

English 
Spanish 

http://www.autismcanada.org/pdfs/chatscreeningtool.pdf
http://www.autismcanada.org/pdfs/chatscreeningtool.pdf
http://www.autismcanada.org/pdfs/chatscreeningtool.pdf
http://www.firstsigns.org/downloads/m-chat.PDF
http://www.firstsigns.org/downloads/m-chat.PDF
http://www.firstsigns.org/downloads/m-chat.PDF
http://www.firstsigns.org/downloads/Downloads_archive/m-chat_scoring.PDF


Domain Tool Purpose Ages Who can Administer How to Access Validity, 
sensitivity & 
specificity 

Languages 

specialised diagnostic 
team (DACS), Early 
Intervention and 
YRPSLP  
 

physician org/downloads/Down
loads_archive/m-
chat_scoring.PDF  

positives 

Dental  Dental screening is a 
quick visual inspection 
by a dental hygienist to 
see if an obvious dental 
condition exists 

To identify children at 
risk for Early 
Childhood Tooth Decay 
 
 
 

6 months - 
6 years 

York Region 
Community and Health 
Services: Dental 
Program 

-York Region 
Community and  
Health Services: 
Health Connection 
and Dental Program  
 
-Ontario Early Years 
Centres;  
-York Region Dental 
Clinics located in 
Newmarket, 
Richmond Hill and 
Markham;  
-though kindergarten 
program at local 
schools 

 English 

http://www.firstsigns.org/downloads/Downloads_archive/m-chat_scoring.PDF
http://www.firstsigns.org/downloads/Downloads_archive/m-chat_scoring.PDF
http://www.firstsigns.org/downloads/Downloads_archive/m-chat_scoring.PDF


Domain Tool Purpose Ages Who can Administer How to Access Validity, 
sensitivity & 
specificity 

Languages 

Test #1 Automated 
Distortion Product 
Otoacoustic 
Emissions (DPOAE) 
 
Test #2 Automated 
Auditory Brainstem 
Response 
(AABR) 
 
 
 

To identify significant 
hearing loss in neonatal 
and infant population. 
 
Children who score 
“refer”  on the second 
newborn screen are sent 
to audiology (at no 
charge) for diagnostics  
 
Children identified as 
having risk factors for 
hearing loss are 
monitored up to 30 
months 
 

Neonatal 
to 4 
months  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hearing 
 
 
 
 
 
Hearing (post Infant 
Hearing Program) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Referral 
Idnetification Kit 
E.R.I.K. (see above for 
more infomation) 

Some questions focus 
on potential hearing 
problems. Concerns 
require referral to 
audiology  

6 months 
to 5 years  

The Tri –Regional 
Infant Hearing Program 
This specialized non-
invasive computerized 
test done with a hand-
held device yields 
information about 
hearing sensitivity at 
specific frequencies. 
 

Screening is 
administered to all 
newborns in hospital 
or midwifery 
program. 
 
Community hearing 
screening clinics 
which are provided 
free of charge in the 
community until 4 
months of age  
Contact the Tri-
Regional Infant 
Hearing Program at 
1-888-703-5437 (the 
KIDS line) to book a 
community screen. 

10% false 
negative 
results from 
DPOAE 
(MCYS 
Screener 
Training 
Manual – Sept 
2005) 

English 

Nutrition  
Feeding and 
Swallowing  
 

Nutrition Screening  
Tool for Every  
Preschooler 
 (NutriSTEP®) 
-for more information,     
visit  
www.york.ca/NutriSTE
P  
 

To identify preschool  
children at nutritional risk
Topics include: food and 
nutrient  
intake; physical growth; 
developmental and  
physical capabilities; phys
activity; family food and 
eating preferences; parent
concerns; nutrition knowl

3-5 years The child’s parent or 
primary caregiver, i.e.,  
the person who is most 
knowledgeable about 
the child’s eating and 
other health habits 
 
 
 

York Region 
Community and 
Health Services - 
Health Connection 
and Nutrition 
Services  
 

Validated in 
both English 
and French 
 
For high risk: 
Sensitivity 
92% 
Specificity 
36% 
 

English 
French 

http://www.york.ca/NutriSTEP
http://www.york.ca/NutriSTEP


Domain Tool Purpose Ages Who can Administer How to Access Validity, 
sensitivity & 
specificity 

Languages 

beliefs  
and practices; food securi
and the feeding 
environment. 
Parents of children 
identified as at risk 
should to talk a 
registered dietitian or 
their child's doctor 

For moderate 
risk: 
Sensitivity 
69% 
Specificity 
69% 

Ontario Newborn 
Screening Program 
(ONSP)   
 

Screening of newborn 
blood specimens from 
heel prick. 

ONSP offers screening 
for serious diseases to 
all babies born in 
Ontario. Early 
identification of these 
diseases allows 
treatment that may 
prevent growth 
problems, health 
problems, mental 
retardation, and sudden 
infant death. Currently 
the tool screens for 25 
different diseases please 
see the website for 
detailed information. 

1 -7  days 
old  

Health Care Providers  
 
 

Ontario Newborn 
Screening Program 
website is 
www.newbornscreeni
ng.on.ca  

Approximately 
150 out of 
140,000 babies 
born in the 
province each 
year will be 
affected with 
one or more of 
theses 
diseases.  

Fact Sheet 
Pamphlet 
are available 
in: 
English,  
French,  
Arabic,  
Chinese,  
Hindi,  
Persian,  
Punjabi, 
Spanish,  
Tagalog,  
Vietnamese 
Urdu 

Post Partum Mood 
Disorders (PPMD) 
 
 
  

Edinburgh Post 
Partum Depression 
Scale (EPDS) 
 

 

Widely used scale to 
screen and identify 
women experiencing 
postpartum depression 

Post 
partum 
women 

Health Care Providers  
Public Health Nurses 

-York Region 
Community and 
Health Services - 
Health Connection 
-in primary care 
practice office 

Sensitivity 
92.3% 

English 

Vision  Services for children 
who are blind or have 
low vision -a 

To identify children 
who are not meeting 
developmental 

6 weeks to 
24 months 
 

Parents 
Early Learning and 
Care  

On MCYS web site 
at : 
 

 English 

http://www.newbornscreening.on.ca/
http://www.newbornscreening.on.ca/


Domain Tool Purpose Ages Who can Administer How to Access Validity, 
sensitivity & 
specificity 

Languages 

publication of MCYS 
Blind- Low Vision 
Early Intervention 
Program 

milestones that mark 
early vision 
development that 
require further 
assessment by a 
physician or licensed 
optometrist (paid 
annually by OHIP till 
age 19) 

 
 
 
 
 

Health Care 
Professionals  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gov.on.ca
/children/graphics/ste
l01_136524.pdf  
 
 

 
 

http://www.gov.on.ca/children/graphics/stel01_136524.pdf
http://www.gov.on.ca/children/graphics/stel01_136524.pdf
http://www.gov.on.ca/children/graphics/stel01_136524.pdf
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